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FIRST RESIDENTS
Our knowledge of Native American history before the first English settlers came to Long Island is

almost entirely dependent on archaeological remains uncovered over the past 50 years.

Artifacts from the Frachetti site in Setauket, along Stony Brook Creek, are from what appears to

have been a site for manufacturing tools and spear points (see pages to follow). These artifacts are

part of the collection of the Three Village Historical Society.

The drawings in Discover Setauket, Brookhaven's Original Settlement, were taken from the

paintings (murals) of Vance Locke in the Setauket School auditorium. Locke painstakingly

researched the written records of the first explorers who came to this area to accurately portray

the appearance of the Native Americans.

Native American village in Setauket before contact. Mural in Setauket School
Auditorium by Vance Locke 1951. Used with permission of the Three Village
Central School District.
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FIRST RESIDENTS
According to what we know today, the first immigrants reached North America about

13,200 years ago, coming across the land bridge from Asia to Alaska; these Asiatic people were
the first humans on the continent. There are a few controversial sites, two in particular, that
indicate that humans were here earlier. The Monte Verde site in Chile which dates human
occupation to 14,800 BP (Before Present), and Meadow Croft Shelter in Pennsylvania which
dates human occupation to as much as 19,000 BP. Neither is convincing by itself.

The early North Americans are called Clovis people. Clovis refers to the Clovis Point that
was used by the Native Americans as a spear point to hunt and kill the elephant-like Mammoths
and Mastodons that populated North America at that time. The Clovis point is unique to North
America. It, apparently, was not developed until humans crossed into North America. During a
300 year period Clovis people spread allover North America, including Long Island, and hunted
the Mastodon and Mammoth to extinction. The Clovis culture existed from about 13,200 to
12,900 BP, coming to an end about the same time that the last Mammoth disappeared from North
America. A number of Clovis points have been found on Long Island.

The periods of Native American culture are called:

Paleo-lndian Culture. Paleo means "of ancient origin" [Webster's New International
Dictionary]. This period extends from about 12,500 to 8,000 BP.

Archaic Culture. This is the hunting & gathering period which extends from about 8,000
to 3,000 BP.

Woodland Culture. This is the period when Native Americans first practiced agriculture
and provided the first indication of the use of clay pottery .This period extends from about
3,000 to 1,000 BP.

Late Woodland Culture. This period extends from about 1,000 to calendar year 1600.
Native Americans reached their highest level of art and culture during this period, which
also includes the first contact with European explorers, hunters, trappers and settlers.
Archaeological artifacts from the Frashetti Site (tool manufacturing site) in Stony Brook
are pictured on page *. The Algonquian Native American village site (the Richie, Stony
Brook site at Aunt Amy's Creek) was close by.

For student and teacher information to use in the classroom:
Long Island, Our Story published by Newsday. (NOTE: This book should be in every classroom.)
A History of us by Joy Hakim, published by Oxford University Press (Book 1 is The First
Americans).

For teacher reference: THE ETERNAL FRONTIER, An Ecological History of North America and
its Peoples by Tim Flannery. Atlantic Monthly Press. 2001
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FIRST RESIDENTS

The Fischetti Site

This prehistoric Indian Site was discovered during a cultural resource investigation 

(evaluating the building sites to see what, if anything, is there that might be culturally/historically

significant) of a proposed residential development in November of 1980. Salvage excavations (a

more intensive archaeological dig because of the press of time) continued through October of

1981 at which time development was permitted.

The site was probably selected by the Native Americans due to the availability of drinking

water and food and shelter from the elements. It was occupied by Algonquin Indians about (circa)

3300-1000 B.P. (Before Present). We know the Algonquian used this location used this location

then because of the type of arrow and spear points and blades recovered. 

The major activity here, on the edge of Stony Brook creek, was making stone tools. We

know this by the large quantities of stone flakes and roughed-out stones. Although native Long

Island quartz was utilized, some flints (darker, almost black in color) from upper New York State

and Connecticut were recovered indicating some trading with other native groups.

The almost total absence of food refuse at the site shows that this was not the location of

a village. However, a village site ("Stony Brook" or "Richie" site on Aunt Amy's Creek) did exist

approximately 700 meters (765 yards) to the south during the same time period. This stone tool

manufacturing site was a separated work area for the village, since the making of stone

implements involved the hazardous work of chipping stone, resulting in flakes of sharp stone

pieces flying allover the area.

This area was still in use by Woodland Native Americans (circa 3000 B.P .-1600) as pieces of clay

pottery appear in the upper layers of the site.

(Taken from a report by Edward J. Johannemann and Laurie S. Billadello -Long Island

Archaeological Project)

See next page for photographs of material recovered from the Fischetti site.
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FIRST RESIDENTS - Fischetti Site stone flakes and preforms
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ALGONQUIAN COMMUNITY ON AUNT AMY’S CREEK - A STORY
by Beverly C. Tyler

Early morning 2,800 BP (Before Present). Along the shore of what is now called Aunt
Amy’s Creek, Stony brook, a quiet, secluded and tree-lined inlet off West Meadow Creek.

Whoosh-whoosh-whoosh. The sound of the water flowing past the canoe was barely
audible to the men whose paddles almost silently broke the surface of the crystal clear water. The
twelve paddles driving the fifteen foot canoe moved in symmetry as the hollowed-out vessel
glided silently into the secluded creek past tall growths of cattails. 

The twelve men in the canoe, all dressed in robes made of turkey feathers, with deer skin
loin cloths and moccasins were concentrating on their efforts to move quietly toward shore. It
was still dark behind them in the west as twilight began to turn the sky ahead of them from black
to dark blue. Many stars were still visible overhead and the brightest of them, just above the tree
line, shown with a steady blue light, as if guiding them forward to their destination. They could
now just make out the dark shapes of the wigwams set back from the shore. The hour was before
bird song and the woods and marsh were as silent as the canoe.

The men were just returning from a camp, just 800 yards north of the small village they
were now approaching. They had spent the past eleven days at the end of what is now known as
West Meadow Creek fashioning spear points, arrow heads and tools from rocks gathered along
the beach during the past month.

As the canoe approached the village near the entrance to Aunt Amy’s Creek, the two men
in the bow jumped out and guided the vessel the last few yards to shore. The village was just
starting to awaken but the men in the canoe were already being greeted by a group of youth who
eagerly helped remove the baskets and deerskin sacks of stone tools from the canoe. A number of
small fires in front of the wigwams, rekindled before first light, heated clay vessels of samp. The
fires illuminated the small group of wigwams on the edge of the forest surrounded by low marsh
grass that extended about 100 yards down to the creek. Behind the wigwams the south-facing
gentle slope of the hillside contained the remains of a group of small garden plots cut from the
forest that ran up the hillside above the village. 

The end of the harvest season and the return of the men with a fresh supply of tools and
arrowheads meant that it was time to move the small village into the forest cover for the winter.

Aunt Amy’s Creek and
West Meadow Creek had
provided food, fuel, tools,
building materials, fodder,
rich soil and much of
everything else the
Algonquians needed since
planting time. Now their
gathered storehouse,
wigwams, supplies and
tools would be put to use
in winter quarters. 

Detail from Vance Locke mural of Algonquian village before contact (1400 to 1500 BP) 
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We don’t know all the

details about life on Long Island
before the Europeans came because
the people living here did not leave
us a written or photographic record
of their lives.

Archaeological excavations
have given us most of the details of
how people lived in this area as early
as 8,000 years ago. One of the most
famous sites in New York State is a
shell midden named The Stony
Brook Site, excavated by the State
Archaeologist, William Richie, in
1955 along the shore of what is now
Aunt Amy’s Creek, a significant wetland area. 

From archaeological digs by Richie and others, we know that the village at Aunt Amy’s
creek was during the period from 3,000 to 1,000 BP (Woodland Culture). This is the period when
Native Americans first practiced agriculture and provided the first indication of the use of clay
pottery. 

The Fischetti Site, was discovered during a cultural resource investigation (evaluating
building sites to see what, if anything, is there that might be of cultural/historical significance) of a
proposed residential development in November of 1980. Salvage excavations (a more intensive
archaeological dig because of the press of time) continued through October of 1981, at which
time a house was built on the site.

Artifacts from the Frachetti Site along West Meadow Creek in Setauket, are from what
appears to have been a site for manufacturing tools and spear points.  

The site was probably selected by the Native Americans due to the availability of materials
to fashion stone tools, drinking water and food and shelter from the elements. It was occupied by
Algonquin Indians during the period 3300-1000 B.P. We know the Algonquian used this location
then because of the type of arrow and spear points and blades recovered. The major activity here,
on the edge of West Meadow Creek, was making stone tools. We know this by the large
quantities of stone flakes and roughed-out stones. Although native Long Island quartz was
utilized, some flints (darker, almost black in color) from upper New York State and Connecticut
were recovered indicating some trading with other native groups.

The almost total absence of food remains at the site shows that this was not the location of
a village. However, a village site the Stony Brook Site, did exist approximately 700 meters (765
yards) to the south, along what is now known as Aunt Amy’s Creek, during the same time period.

This stone tool manufacturing site was in an area separated from the village, since the
making of stone implements involved the hazardous work of chipping stone, resulting in flakes of
sharp stone pieces flying all over the area. (From a report by Edward J. Johannemann and Laurie
S. Billadello-Long Island Archaeological Project)

The artifacts taken from the Fischetti Site are part of the collection of the Three Village
Historical Society. Artifacts from the Richie site are a part of the collection of the New York
State Museum.
(HISTORY CLOSE AT HAND - Hi_2006-27)

Aunt Amy’s Creek at the location of the Native American village - BCT 2008
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NATIVE AMERICANS AND EUROPEAN GOODS

Brookhaven Town records detail the
original purchase of the land in 1655 that
included the area from Stony Brook to
Wading River. What the records do not
indicate is how the agents for the settlers
determined which Native Americans had the
authority to agree to the transfer of such a
large tract of land, or whether the Indians
understood the concept of land ownership.

Articles of agreement, and a firme
bargaine agreed and confirmed, between
the Sachem of Setaucet, Warawakmy, by
name, with the joint consent of himself, and
the next of his kindered, have bargained
and sold unto John Scudder, John Swesie, Jonathan Porter, Thomas Mabbs, Roger Cheston,
Thomas Charles, a peece or tract of land, with all medowes, upland, timber, trees, or whatsoever
benifite or priviledge there unto belonging, next adioyning to the bounds of Nesequagg, and
from thence, being bounded with a river, or great napock, nerly nemaukak, eastward, and
bounded next unto Nesequakec bounds... And for, in consideration of the sd tract, or purchase of
land, we, the said purchasers, doe hereby engage ourselves to pay unto the said Sachem, the
goods as in particular are written following, within one month from the date hereof, and for the
confirmation of the same have set my hand, with the rest of my kindred.—Dated the 14 of April,
1655.

The marke X of Sachem, Warawakmy

10 coats, the marke of  XCHARELS;
12 hoes, the marke of  XMAHEW;
12 hachats, the marke of  XFOREKET;
50 muxes, the marke of W XESTWAK;
100 needels, the marke of  X PROFET;
6 ketles, the mKarEkLe HofE  LXLACAWE;
10 fadom of wampom, the marke YofA  YXANFYSU;
7 chests of powder, the mCarAkeL LofA  WXANCESS;
1 pare of Child Stockins, the marke of  UXASKAKE;
10 pounds of lead, the marke ofC  AXLLAVEN;
1 Dosen of knives, the marke of  XCATAUS;

the marke of  XEWBECA;
the marke oMf  XASACHUS;

Witness, George Tounge the marke of  WXETANEK.Detail from Vance Locke Mural in Setauket
School 

Detail from Vance Locke Mural in Setauket School 
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BUILDING A COMMUNITY -WORKING TOGETHER

Brookhaven Town records also provide us with information on the activities and issues of the
new settlement at Setauket.

October-24 1665- Mathew Prier doth Sell all his home lot with Houseing Glass windows doors
and partitions with all the fencing young apple trees and other fruit trees to the Constable and
the Rest of the overseers for the Ministers Accommodations named Mr Brewster the Constable
and Overseers ingageing to Satisfy the Said Mathew Priar twelve pounds in Indian Corn Wheat
and peas at price Current with the merchant and this is for the use of the Town----

 
Ye 2 Day. February 1671- It was this day Voted and agreed That a Meeting House Shall be built
28 foot square-It was Voted and agreed upon that the Constable and Overseers is to Send a
Letter to Capt Nickols for his comeing down about the Purchaseing of the South Meadows and to
give him incouragement by Granting him a Lotment at the South as others have for
gratification----. 

6 Sept 1677- in a towne meetting It was voeted and agread vpon the towne It shall be fence( d) in
Round by the ferst of aperell next every one to fence akording to proportion of land and any man
that doe nott fence akording to the day above sett shall forfitt five shillens for every poele that is
wanting...

5 Day May, 1683- These present testifieth that Ralf daidon have sold Jack, his negro, to mihele
lane, him, his haires and asaigns, to have and to hould, upon consideration of the same, the
above saide mihelllane have given, granted, bargened, sould, unto the above siade Ralf daiton, a
three aker lott in new towne...

May ye 31st, 1695. At a meeting of the freeholders of the Comonality of the Towne
ofBrookhaven. Present, Thomas Helme, Oswald Foord, Jacob Longbotham, Joseph
Longbotham, Joseph Tooker, William Satterly, Samuel Acrely & Thomas Bigs, Junier, were
chosen fence vewers for the present yeare insuing, & to bee upon Oath...
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AMOS SMITH: AN 18 -CENTURY SETAUKET FARMERTH

Amos Smith House, circa 1740. Picture taken about 1925.

When Amos Smith lived here, the property included a 12 acre farm. Until the 1950's, a
number of barns and other buildings were still standing.

On the next page is a listing of the inventory of Amos Smith. The inventory was taken just
after he died. The amount that each item was worth is listed on the right, not in dollars and cents,
but in pounds - shillings - pence. For example, the last item, “Board and Shingle” were worth one
pound and 4 shillings (1-4-0). In 1800 there were 20 shillings to the pound.

See “Analyzing a Document”
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AMOS SMITH: AN 18 -CENTURY SETAUKET FARMERTH

Suffolk County records will include the inventory of a person who dies intestate (without
a will). The inventory of Amos Smith's farm can tell us a great deal about how he lived, what he
owned and the value of furniture, animals and farm products [in pounds-shillings-pence]. In 1800
there were 20 shillings to the pound. The complete inventory of Amos Smith's farm is included
here.

An Inventory of the movable estate of Amos Smith late of Brookhaven deceased taken this 8th of April
1799 by us the subscribers.
Four beds and bedding & curtins 62-00-0 Blacksmith tools 8-00-0
Cherry tables 5-00-0 Ox chains,yokes,plows,harrows 2-10-0
Two common tables 0-15-0 3 iron shovels,grackle,pitchfork  1-04-0
Chest of drawers 7-00-0 Carpenters tools 0-08-0
Desk (blistered) wood 2-00-0 Waggon 1-12-0
Two chests, 1 trunk, 1 bottle case 1-12-0 Ox cart 5-00-0
6 chairs, 1 great chair 1-18-0 2 yoke ofworking oxen 24-00-0
3 churns, 3 [--], 2 pails, 1 wash tub 0-16-0 2 cows, 2 young cattle 11-00-0
2 wheels 1-12-0 Three sheep 1-16-00
3 trunnels, 3 pair of hand irons, 3pots 2-08-0 5 swine 5-00-0
1 brass kettle,2 frying pans,1 warming pan 1-12-0 Wheat, rye, corn, oats 9-18-0
_steel yards and scales 0-08-0 Pork 10-00-0
Pewter ware 2-00-0 potatoes 0-10-0
Tin ware 0-02-0 Rawhide and leather 1-02-0
1 tea kettle, 6 teaspoons 1-04-0 Steel trap,old iron and old casks 1-04-0
Earthen ware 0-07-0 Last makers tools 0-04-0
_tongs and hathel 1-04-0 Currying knife 1-00-0
1 slate, 1 musket 1-00-0 Smoothing irons 0-06-0
Old cask 0-08-0 To wearing appearel 0-05-0
Glassware 0-02-0 Cordwood on the landing 19-00-0
Looking glass 1-12-0 Board and shingle 1-04-0
Bible and other books 1-06-0
Flax and yarn spun 4-00-0 Inventory of estate of Amos Smith Exhibited
Wool and woolen yarn 1-12-0 13th August 1799
Shoe maker tools 0-15-0 Amos Smith
Glazors tools 5-00-0 Selah Smith

A brass kettle, now a part of the collection of the Three Village Historical society , which
was in the Amos Smith home in the 1960's, may have been the one owned by Amos Smith (see
inventory above). For additional pictures of the Amos Smith House, see A Teacher's Guide, and
Discover Setauket, Brookhaven's Original Settlement, pages 8 & 9.
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DIARY OF HENRY HUDSON

A diary can give insight into the lives of people in our community. The diary of
Henry Hudson, a farmer and school teacher who lived in East Setauket, provides us with
information on daily work, weather and other activities in the Setauket-East Setauket area.
Henry Hudson kept a daily diary from 1816 Until after 1863. These diary entries are for
March 10, 11 and 12, 1859.

“Thursday March 10, 1859 Clear early John Henry (his son) and I ride into the woods
with little Brewster Jayne. I load a one horse load of firewood for us. Brewster cuts while I load
then he after he unloads the firewood goes to Isaac Satterly's Mill and brings the flour of two
bushels of wheat at Eleven shilling bushel. It has advanced one shilling on the bushel since I had
the last grist of him - soon cloudy and sines of a storm. We burn some brush about dusk onb our
new Potato patch southward of our house, snow and ice along the fences southerly wind tonight
and moderate

Friday 11  Cloudy and sines of a storm with southerly wind the wild geese flies aboutth

northeast. Henry goes along to cutting on the long lots. I stay home and do fence In front of our
house along the road from the gate to the new potato patch adjoining Capt. Satterly on the south
I looked for Selah B. Strong here this day, but in this I am a little disappointed, but I have done
a good job. John Davis leaves our gate open and our cows go down street. I go to Capt. Joneses
after dark and get a half a gallon of molases for twenty-five cents cash Rem(ember). I find no
meeting at the hall -Evans has it at his house.

Saturday 12   heavy south west wind and Rain before day I find our cistern full floods ofth

Rain this morning John Henry goes down street and he is not to dinner today clear and very
pleasant at three o'clock this day  I fix to write a letter to Mr. George Hudson in New Haven.

The following document is the actual diary page of Henry Hudson that is written above.
Following the original document is a page called ANALYZING A DOCUMENT. This page can
be used to answer questions about this document and the other documents in this guide.

Henry Hudson was born on May 1, 1791 and he died May 7, 1877. He married Juliana Smith
Brewster, daughter of John Brewster. Julianer was born Aug 12, 1803 and she died July 10, 1875.
Henry and Julianer had seven children, Hester Ann, Julia Augusta, Melissa Brewster, John Henry,
Mary Mount, Brewster Havens, and Sarah Smith. John Henry was born January 11, 1838. He
married Emeline Hicks Raynor on Jan 22, 1873. He died July 7, 1903.
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DIARY OF HENRY HUDSON - ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
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Amos Smith/Joseph Swift/Charles Tyler House, photograph circa 1910~1925.

 Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 11

MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN ON THE FARM

United States Census figures can tell us about families, family relationships, the makeup of extended

families, servants, occupations and even in what country a person was born. When this information is

added to diaries, letters, photographs, maps and other information about a family, we get a greater insight

into family life in general and the lives of those whose records have been preserved in particular.

The 1860 census reveals that 

The 1850 map, on page 11 of Discover Setauket, was constructed from Suffolk County property deeds and

local history research conducted by the Three Village Historical Society. Deed search records, a permanent

part of the Society collection, are contained in a computer database and will be available for use by

researchers.
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INNS AND ORDINARIES
Brookhaven Town Records detail the establishment of inns, as they were an important link in the chain of
rest stops and overnight facilities along the main routes throughout the colonies in the 17th and 18th
centuries.

Joseph Brewster's notebook contains a Suffolk County document that gives him permission to operate an
ordinary (inn). See the following page for Brewster’s entries of record.

Suffolk County - We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being two of his Maj.  [Majesty’s] Justices ofts

the Peace for the said County, do according to the Statute in that case made and provided, admit and
allow Joseph brewster Victualler, to keep a Publick House of Entertainment, and to sell strong Drink or
Liquors by Retaile in the house where he now Dwelleth for the Terme untill the first day of November next
Ensuing ye date hereof, so that the said Joseph Brewster suffer not evil Rule in his P House, nor any
disorderly persons tipling contrary to Law, for the using of [ ] Lycence accordingly, we have bound ye sd

[said] Joseph Brewster w  [with] a surety, in Twenty Pounds by Recognizance to his P.[ublic] Maj:th ts

[Majesty’s] use. Given under our hands & seales in Brookhaven ye  20  of December in ye Eighth year ofth

his present Maj:  [Majesty’s] Reign Anno Dom: 1734.  W.H. Smithts
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INNS AND ORDINARIES

Record entries below detail the cost of a night lodging as well as stabling a horse, tailoring a  garment and
having a meal. Dr indicates Debtor. £ = British Pound. to/By = debtor entry. 

[ ] ye 19  1736 th

Sam Shiprite Dr
to 2 pots of sider [cider] £0-0-8
to 4 Drams 0-1-4
to A pint of flip 0-0-6
to a half Dram 0-0-2
to A Dram 0-0-4
to A pot of Sider 0-0-4
to three Drams 0-1-0
to A Dram & half 0-0-6
to one pot of sider 0-0-4

£0-5-2
to one Dram by [ ] 0-0-4
to 5 Drams 2 pots sider 0-2-4
to half peck oats 0-0-6
to 2 quarts oats 0-0-3
to night’s loging [lodging] 0-0-3
to hors[e] meat 0-0-3

1-14-1
0-17-11
0-16-6

Feb ye 21 1736
Shiprite Sam Dr out [of] old book
to liquors £1-5-0
July 30 1737 Sam Shiprite Dr
By by Ballance £0-16-6
By fore Drams 0-01-4
By loging 0-00-3
By a meals Eating -00-4
By keeping your maer [mare] -00-4
By keeping your maer -00-4
By your loging 0-00-3
By fore Drams 0-01-4
By half pot punch 0-00-6
By 2 people Eating 0-00-8
to 2 Drams 0-00-8

6-6-[ ]
September ye 12
to a Day & halfs work
of John Mooer 0-1-6

5-5
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OCCUPATIONS: THE MILLER AND THE BLACKSMITH

1684 Deed - Society Collection

The copy of the 1684 original deed above was written to transfer the Setauket Mill from one owner to
another. The next page is a transcript of the entire first page of the deed. 

Who owned the mill at the time the deed was written?

Who was the mill transferred to?

Under whose authority did the people of Setauket live in 1684?

There are many other questions this deed can raise for students. 
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OCCUPATIONS: THE MILLER AND THE BLACKSMITH

10 April 1684

This Indenture made the first Day of April Anno d one thousand six hondred and eighty four and in the

twenty six year of the Reign of our Soveran Lord Charles the second of Great Britain France & Ireland

King Defender of the faith Between John Wade of Brookhaven in the County of Suffolk on Long Island in

america of the one part, and Arther Futhy of the same Town and County of the Other part, wi-- e--th that

the said John Wade for and in Consideration of Twenty four pounds of good and Current pay of Country

in hand Rec  before the C--ealing and Delivery of these presents where of the said Waid Dothd

Acknowledge the Receipt and and thereof and every part and parcel thereof Doth hereby a quit and

Discharge the said Arthur Futhy his heirs and assigns and Every of them forever by these presents Do

fully freely and absolutely give grant bargain sell alien and Confirm unto the said Arthur Futhy his heirs

and assigns forever the water mill and the edifice ajoyning unto it now on Late in the tenure or

occupation of said John Wade situated and Erected upon the stream of water between the house of John

Tooker sen  & Thomas Biggs sen  in the Town of Brookhaven with all the Apportenances thereof - vis allr r

the timber work house and iron work and every part and parcel thereof - also all the right & previledge

that was granted to the said John Wade his heirs and assigns. By the above said Town as by Records may

Appear in the Dam Watercourses & together with the half lot & accommodations of upland and meadow

now in the possession of John Wade or hereafter to be laid out or first the five acres in the neck and the

fifty acres in Mount misery belonging to the above said Lotment with the said John Wade Reserveth to

himself his proper use & behalf as all the said John Wade doth by these presents make overall & singular

Deed & Evidence and Records Concerning the above granted Premises and all and everything as may be

the Repeetted as any part parcel and member thereof - to have and to hold the above said mill and

Accomodations and all and singular the premises as with these and every of the Appurtenances hereby

granted Bargained and sold unto the said Arthur Futhy

[Page one of two - bottom of page two has the following signatures]

Signed sealed and Delivered in the Presents of 

Richard Floyd John Wade with seals

Andrew Gibb Elisabeth Wade
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OCCUPATIONS: THE MILLER AND THE BLACKSMITH

The copy of the 1795 original deed above was written to transfer the Setauket Mill from one owner to
another. The next page is a transcript of part of the first page of the deed. What other question do you
have about the millers mentioned in the deed? 
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This Indenture made the Twenty first day of April in the year of our Lord One Thousand, seven hundred,
and ninety five between Richard Woodhull of the Town and County of New York, of the one part, and
Isaac Satterly of the Town of Brookhaven, County of Suffolk and State of New York, of the other part —
Witnesseth that the said Richard Miller Woodhull for and in consideration of the Sum of Seven Hundred
pounds Current Money of New York to him in hand paid by the said Isaac Satterly at or before the
ensealing and deliver of these presents, the Receipt whereof the said Richard Miller Woodhull doth
hereby acknowledge, amd thereof and of every part and parcel thereof doth exonerate and acquit the s.d

Isaac Satterly, his heirs, executors and administrators forever by these presents. He the said Richard
Miller Woodhull Hath granted, bargained, aliened, sold, conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents
Doth grant, bargain, alien, sell, convey and confirm unto the said Isaac Satterly and to his heirs and
assigns forever All of the following tracts and parcels of land and meadow undermentioned and described
that is to say One Certain Homestead & grist Mill situated in the Town of Brookhaven afores.  . Saidd

Homestead adjoining the Mill Stream and comprizing all the land and meadows within the following
bounds. (One small Right or Share of Meadow now the property of Timothy Tooker and the priviledge of
going to & from s.  Meadow only excepted) Beginning at the Mill Stream, thence running along the Roadd

that leads to the Old Field to the Land of Jonathan Dickerson and Bounded SouthWestwardly by the said
Road, thence running NorthEastwardly to the Mill Creek, and Bounded Northwestwardly by the fence as
it now stands between said land and the land of Jonathan Dickerson, thence running Southwardly along
the mill creek to the place of beginning — Also the Grist Mill with all the Appurtenances, Giers, Dam &
privileges thereunto belonging — Together with all and singular the priviliges and profits of said tract of
Land and Meadows with all the Houses, Buildings, Trees, Woods, Ways, Waters, Watercourse &
Commodities & advantages to the same belonging, or in any wise appertaining, Likewise one certain Lot
of Land called and known by the name of the Church Lot Bounded South by the Road or Highway that
leads to the Green and East by s  Green, North by Land of Daniel Satterly & West by the Road that leadsd

to s  Daniel Satterly’s — Moreover one certain piece of Meadow Lying East of the Mill Stream andd

adjoining the same. Bounded South by the Fence as it now stands, East by the afores.  Road that leads tod

Daniel Satterly’s, and North by the meadow of said Daniel Satterly. And also one certain piece of
Meadow & Creek thatath Lying and being in the Township afores. at the Old Field Beach Boundedd 

Westwardly by the Meadow on the West side of Davis’s Point adjoining the opening, East by the Meadow
of Richard Floyd and Southwardly by the Narrows — Also one certain Lot of Land lying in the division of
Lots called the West Meadow division in the Township of Brookhaven afores.  being the Lot Numberd

Twenty Six in said Division as it was laid out and recorded in the Toen Records. Moreover one certain
Lot of Land in Said Division being the Lot Number Twenty Four as it was it was laid out and recorded in
s.  Records. It is also to be remembered that the West end of Lot Number Twenty Six is to be Bounded byd

a certain Fence as it now stands, Likewise the one equal Three fourth’s of the Lot Number Twenty five in
the said Division as it was laid out and recorded as afores. Together with all and singular the privileges,d 

profits and Commodities, heredilaments and appartenances to the same belonging, or in any wise
appertaining. To Have and to Hold the said Homestead, Grist Mills, woodlands, and Meadow and all
and singular the premises hereby granted unto the said Isaac Satterly his Heirs and assigns forever...
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Isaac Satterly’s home. Photograph circa 1900. In 1795, when Isaac Satterly acquired the Setauket Grist

Mill, the mill was located near his home. At the time, Old Field Road ran across the mill dam.  The

“Indenture” on the page above selling the mill, property and house to Satterly for, the sum of Seven

Hundred pounds, was signed by Richard M. Woodhull and witnessed by Richard Floyd and John Curtis.

What are some of the things this Indenture tells you about the community?
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Everett Hawkins’ Setauket Mill about 1936 (building on left). By the mid-1930s the mill wheel had
been replaced by a more efficient piston-driven system. Compare this mill to the Vance Locke mural
on page 14 of the student workbook Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement.

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 14 & 15

OCCUPATIONS: THE MILLER AND THE BLACKSMITH

The miller and the blacksmith were just two of the local businessmen and craftsmen who were important to

the local community. The Society collection includes a number of deeds connected with the Setauket Mill.

Everett Hawkins and his wife Celia are buried in the graveyard of the Caroline Church of Brookhaven.

Their son Francis, who died in WWII is buried next to them. If you visit the graveyard, their three stones

are located at the west side of the graveyard directly west of the parish house (the building connected to

the church by an open portico). Francis Hawkins is also named on the plaque on the rock in the center of

the village green. 

You can learn a great deal about Everett, Celia, and Francis by studying the stones and the memorial

plaque to Francis. Ask the students if he was a war hero? Why?
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Samuel H. West’s first blacksmith shop, along Gnarled Hollow Road in East Setauket. West
purchased this shop from the previous blacksmith. With in a short period of time he constructed a
new shop that is now on the grounds of the Long Island Museum in Stony Brook.

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 14 & 15

OCCUPATIONS: THE MILLER AND THE BLACKSMITH

The blacksmith, Samuel West, whose shop is on the grounds of the Long Island Museum, produced
horseshoes, nails and other necessary products as well as carriages and a few toys.

Samuel West’s business card
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THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR IN SETAUKET

Letters and correspondence of the Setauket Spies are contained in the collections of the Three Village
Historical Society, the East Hampton Historical Society, Raynham Hall in Oyster Bay, the National
Archives, Fraunces Tavern Museum, the collection of the Clements Library and many others. 

The letters quoted below are excerpted from General Washington’s Spies On Long Island and in New
York by Morton Pennypaker.

“Sir; I shall be glad to say yes upon the business mentioned in yours of this date. If Col. Heldon is
acquainted with W— and the circumstances as you have related them to me, let him come also– You
should be perfectly convinced of the intregity of W— previous to his embarking in the business proposed 
–this being done I shall be happy in employing him–but there will be an impropriety in his coming with
you to headquarters, as a knowledge of the circumstances in the enemy might blast the whole design. You
will let me see you this afternoon–if you can come to dinner at three o’clock I shall be pleased of your
companies. I am sir your very obedient servant, G. Washington”
Letter from General George Washington to Benjamin Tallmadge, August 25, 1778, concerning recruiting
Abraham Woodhull of Setauket as a spy.

”C--- Junr, to remain in the City, to collect all the useful information he can--to do this he should mix as
much as possible among the officers and Refugees, visit the Coffee Houses, and all public places. He is to
pay particular attention to the movements by land and water in and about the city especially... C---
Senior's station to be upon Long Island to receive and transmit the intelligence of C--- Junior... There can
be scarcely any need of recommending the greatest Caution and secrecy in a Business so critical and
dangerous. The following seems to be the best general rules: To intrust none but the persons fixed upon to
transmit the Business. To deliver the dispatches to none upon our side but those who shall be pitched
upon for the purpose of receiving them and to transmit them and any intelligence that may be obtained to
no one but the Commander-in-Chief.”
Letter from General Washington to Benjamin Tallmadge, dated June, 1779. Samuel Culper Jr. is Robert
Townsend of Oyster Bay. Samuel Culper Sr. is Abraham Woodhull of Setauket.

”Fairfield, August 27 , 1780. Dear Sir: I returned this morning from the Island. I crossed on 22d. inst.th

And was detained by Culper until last night. I did not see Culper, he is sick. He did not appoint any time
for me that I know of. It was with great difficulty that I got the dispatches. The troops are very thick...I lay
up back of Esqr. Strongs yesterday and there came a Lieutenant of 17  Regiment within gun shot of us,th

looking for Esqr. Strong’s hounds afoot ...C. BREWSTER”
Letter from Caleb Brewster to Benjamin Tallmadge detailing his trip by whaleboat to Long Island to pick
up secret dispatches from Abraham woodhull [Samuel Culper Sr.].

A number of books on participants in the Revolutionary War including Colonel Samuel Parsons, Major
Benjamin Tallmadge, and George Washington are in the Emma S. Clark Memorial Library's Long Island
Collection.

On the following page is an article by historian Kate W. Strong who lived on Strong’s Neck in Setauket.
She wrote about her ancestor Anna Smith Strong, her connection with the Setauket Spy Ring and her
Revolutionary War exploits.
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SETAUKET WOMEN AND CHILDREN AT SEA

The portraits of Captain Benjamin Jones and his wife Mary Swift Jones were donated to the Society by
Betsy Delforge and Judy Southworth respectively. The portraits hung in separate bed and breakfast homes
in Fredericksburg, Texas and Sugar Hill, New Hampshire until they were returned to Setauket and reunited
in 1991.

The letters of Mary Swift Jones were written from
Kanagawa, Japan (West side of Yokohama Harbor) to her
relatives in Setauket between 1859 and 1861. Since paper

was a valuable commodity, and sending a letter home costly and time consuming, every available space on a
letter was utilized. Her letter, written Friday, October 26, 1860 begins:

Dear Sister Eliza. I have been on shore two months & visiting on board three weeks, but still must say I have
but little time to write. I fancy you are some like me & in fact all others at home, little things you might write
about yourself your home & children not to say your husband you would not be so pushed for a subject to fill
up your letters. I shall come home in almost perfect ignorance of the changes that have taken place in the
forms & features of your family & changes around your home, the changes that perhaps have taken place in
our childhoods home, since I left make my heart feel faint when I think what they may be. my last accounts
are anything but satisfactory or encouraging &  I look with the greatest anxiety for my next letters. I do not
expect them until Benjamin's return from Shanghai I look for him in about a month, he left here Wednesday
morning in the evening he just got out of sight. with a good breeze & I think had a good run out, as the U.S.S.
Hartford come up yesterday & saw nothing of her.
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The large window on the left of the general store looks in on the post office. The entrance to the post
office is on the left end. A sign below the window says “HELMAR Turkish Cigarettes.” The entrance
to the general store is in the middle of the front, just to the right of the large post office window.

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 22 & 23

THE TYLER BROTHERS’ GENERAL STORE & POST OFFICE

The Tyler Brothers West Setauket general store, was a fixture in the community for most of the 19th

century. Staples, like molasses and flour as well as special treats like penny candy were always on hand. “At
the Tyler General Store - 1868-A half gallon of molasses only 45 cents!” (Store front advertising). The day
book for the general store began and ended in 1868 with a half gallon of molasses still 45 cents. Molasses was
a staple food during all of the 19  century and well into the 20 . Lucy Agnes (Hart) Keyes who was born inth th

1900 remembers walking to the Tyler’s store from her home at the intersection of Main and Lake Streets when
she was a youngster. “I’d go for a quart or a pint of molasses,” Lucy recalled with a smile as she visualized
the old store on the corner of Main Street and Old Field Road. “You had to wait for it to come out. Vinegar
came in a barrel too. Couldn’t say ‘vinegar’,” Lucy said with a laugh, “just pointed to it. (Later) I gave my
molasses jug to Pearl Lewis. Held about a quart-a little brown jug.”

 The Tyler’s store account books that have survived include six volumes that range from 1824 to 1911.
The great majority of “day books” are missing but the ones that are now a part of the Three Village Historical
Society’s Local History Collection cover from one to five years in each book. The information in the day book
was transferred, at the end of each day, to a general account ledger book which had two separate pages for
each customer. The day book, when it was completed, was often discarded or used as a scrap book. A number
of day books were filled with newspaper articles which were pasted into them. (Continued next page).
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This was a popular pastime during the Victorian era. The ledger, with two pages for each customer showed

the debtor on the left page and the creditor or contra page on the right. The customer who received goods on

“tick” was marked debtor (Dr). A jobber or farmer who delivered anything into stock was a creditor(Cr).

Accounts were usually settled weekly, monthly or yearly. Yearly, all accounts were settled in December or

January. An inventory was usually done in February and most accounts were started fresh.

The Tyler’s Store was not one to take quickly to new methods. The day book continued to be used

even though cash registers came into general use in the 1880's. The cash register revolutionized the general

store account methods and by 1906 the National Cash Register was manufacturing more than 400 different

sizes and styles ranging from a simple model for $20 to the top of the line machine which sold for $820.

Customers at the store were given a small book in which the merchant would record the status of the account

when the customer brought it in each time. These books were supplied by various jobbers and the cover

included a description of the various items available at all general stores. The book which belonged to Mrs.

Marco Smith, sister to Annie and Corinne Tyler who operated the post office and store at the turn of the

century, noted at the bottom,”Goods Delivered Promptly, Free of Expense.” Frank Jayne, a local boy, drove

a delivery wagon for the store for a number of years after the turn of the century. Deliveries to the store were

often brought from the railroad station by the Pfeiffers who had a contract to deliver the mail.

The general store, on one day in 1896, sold potatoes, milk, butter, salt, onions, sugar, coffee, chocolate,

vinegar, rice, oats, lemons, tapioca, pepper, rolls, and bread, as well as wicks, pins, camphor, nails and

ammonia. “It was just a grocery store,” said Lucy Keyes. “Mr. Sam Schlinger (sic) had a wagon and come

around with tin goods. Hel lived on Chicken Hill. Once or twice a week he came through (the community) with

tin goods, he was a tinsmith.”

The Tyler Bros general store was not only like a 20  century grocery store but a department store, ath

hardware store, a post office, a drug store, a stationary and newspaper store all rolled into one. Here you could

get freshly ground coffee, the latest in imported fabrics, stone-ground flour and cornmeal. Here in 1868, you

could also hear the latest information on the impeachment proceedings in congress against President Johnson,

the earthquake in San Francisco, and the campaign and election of General Ulysses S. Grant as president of

the United States. You could also hear the vocal opinions of  residents of the community as they sat around

the general store stove on chilly afternoons or lounged on the front porch before starting for home again.

Tyler Brothers’ general store ceased operation in 1927. It was then donated to the American Legion

Harbor Post and moved to a location near the Setauket Methodist Church. The building was enlarged by the

addition of a building in front of it. It is now the rear half of 150 Main Street.

“After being established in the grocery business at Setauket for more than 60 years, the familiar old corner

store, known as Tyler’s grocery store, near the lakes, closed out their stock last week and have discontinued

business. Perhaps there are a few people living who can remember when this old landmark was built and began

business under the name of Tyler & Johnston. Later after the death of Ryder Johnston, it was under the

management of Tyler and Brother, and lastly under the name of C.B. Tyler Estate.”

Port Jefferson Times, April 2, 1927
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THE TYLER BROTHERS’ GENERAL STORE & POST OFFICE

The Tyler Brothers' General Store was the local store in the 19th century for people in the area around the
Setauket Village Green and the Mill Pond. What each family bought was recorded in a "day book." There were
no cash registers or computers to keep track of purchases, so each person’s name was put down in the book
along with what they bought and how much it cost. If the person paid or received credit, that was also noted.

At the end of the day, the items from the "day book" were
transferred to an account book which had a page for each
family. Here were listed all the items purchased and a new total
of credit was entered. Whatever the family paid, "on account,"
was also added into the account book.

The "day books" and account books in the Society's collection
tell us what each person bought from the general store. This
helps us understand more about the people who lived here.

The purchases made by the local school also tell us something
about the school.

7Here, the Tyler Brothers' General Store day book for June

8, 1889 shows the purchases made by Jacob Hart (father of
Lucy Hart Keyes). 

“Jacob Hartt
1 Gal ker [kerosene] 14 [cents]
½ Doz eggs 8 [cents]
1 Can Beef 25 [cents]
1    “   B [Baking] Powder 5 [cents]
1 lb [pound]Butter 25 [cents]

Private collection.
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Tyler Brother's General Store Account Book 1906 showing the accounts of the purchases of the District #2
School (page 44), and the  Emma S. Clark Memorial Library (page 95). 

Tyler General Store Ledger
Book No 2 — 1906

page 44
District (2) School
Jan 15 1 Box crayons .15
Jan 24 2 Brooms .60
Feb 19 1 Bot. Ink .55
Feb 21 2 Butts .16
March 16 1 Pane Glass .10 Putty .02 .12

18 2 Boxes Crayons .30
May  2 1 Box Crayons .15 1 Bot Ink .55 .70
Oct  6 2 Brooms .60

 7 1 Box Crayons .15
Nov  4 1 Box Crayons .25

17 1 pint Ink .55
Paid

page 95
Emma Clark Library
1895-6
Nov 26 5 Gal Ker(osene)  .65
Dec  4 5  "     "  .65

12 5  "   "  .65
18 5  "   "  .65
26 5  "   "  .65

Jan  3 5  "     "  .65
15 1 Box Matches  .10 Cr 4.00
20 3 Doz Screws  .15 (price crossed out)
 1 Pane Glass  .06 (price crossed out)
 2 c Putty  .02 (price crossed out)

Apr 27 6 sheets S Paper  .10
 1 Spade  .70

May  2 1 Gal M Oil  .80
20 1 pkg matches  .10
27 1 Gal L Oil .50 1 Paint Brush .60 1.10

Sept 12 1 Broom  .30
Nov 16 1 Bx Matches  .05

Society Collection
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General Stores - A few facts and ideas
Dry Goods: Merchandise that was not weighted or poured.
Produce: Foodstuffs that would keep and could be shipped (flour, pickeled meat, molasses, crackers). 
Groceries: Luxuries of diet from West Indies & Southern Europe (lemons, oranges, bananas, spices, raisins
and wine).
"Rule of Thumb:" = the length of thumb to the second joint = 2 1/4 inches
Measuring cloth: "4 nail" = 1/4 yard = qr. (written); 4 quarters = 1 yard = yd. (written)
Liquid (wine) measure: 4 gills = 1 pint; 2 pts. = 1 quart; 4 qts. = 1 gallon; 31 1/2 gal = 1 barrel (bl.); 63 gal.
= 1 hogshead
Bulk foods, through the 1860, included: Barrels of Crackers, dried fruits, pickles, salt pork, chewing
tobacco, cereals, and flour. Tin counter canisters dispensed tea. Hogsheads of Molasses and kerosene were
dispensed into customers jugs. Glass counter containers dispensed penny candy. 
19th-century imported goods: Tea chests from China; allspice from Jamaica & East Indies; Almonds from
Malaga & Valencia; Indigo from Madras; Cottons from Calcutta; Ginger from Africa, East & West Indies &
South America; Peppercorns from Dutch Guianas, East & West Indies; green coffee from Mocha, Java, Arabia,
West Indies & Brazil; cocoa or chocolate from South America; oranges & lemons from Azores; oranges,
lemons,Figs & Raisins from the West Indies, Alabama & the Mediterranean coast; Salt from Liverpool & the
Tortugas, Spices from Ceylon; Cloves & Nutmeg from the Spice Islands; sugar & molasses from the West
Indies; Rum from Jamaica; wines from Spain & Portugal; Cognac & brandy from France; cotton cloths &
calicoes from India & Great Britain; Laces from France & the Netherlands; Silks from China & India; woolen
cloths from England, Scotland & France; porcelian, or China ware from China, France & England; carpets
from Turkey & Persia.
Civil War soldiers were introduced to: cans of condensed milk, fruits and vegetables      
Tin cans: patent granted 1810 for "an iron can coated with tin and cover soldered on." Boston canner William
Underwood began in 1821. Canned foods produced in limited supply through 1850s. The Civil War changed
that.
Packaged foods were few and far between until late in the 1860. One exception was Baker's Cocoa. 
Granulated sugar became popular after the Civil War. Barrels & hogsheads of coarse, brown, granulated
sugar were so hardened it required a special augur to loosen, then put through a sugar grinder.
Vanilla extract first sold in America in 1847.
First scouring powder "Sapolio" in 1869.
Until 1880s - Daybook (or wastebook): a running record of goods bought and sold. 
Ledger: Debit and credit listings for each customer. The customer who received goods on tick (on account -
buy now pay later) was marked debtor [Dr.]. Jobber or farmer who delivered anything into stock was creditor
[Cr.]. Each customer was allotted two pages (debtor on left page, creditor on right page). Accounts were
usually settled in Dec./Jan. Inventory/inventory book: Usually done in February.
Cash registers invented in 1880s. By 1906 National Cash Register was making over 400 different sizes and
styles selling from $20 to more than $800.
After 1850s: As a profusion of goods began to appear in country stores, some items began to disappear -
Whale oil, hoops, shoe pegs, cone sugar, hemp seed. Items that began to appear included: Kerosene goods,
ready-made overalls and shirts, three-dollar shoes, dollar pocket watch, oil stoves, metal screens, toothbrushes.
(Continued on the next page)
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Advertising: Until well into the 19th century most advertisers were content to announce that certain goods
had arrived, for it was a greater feat to acquire a stock then to sell it.
After the depression of 1873: $1.00 = 8 shillings, thus 1 shilling equaled 12.5 cents

"You don't say!”
General Store Quotes and Stories

"Our ground coffee was as good as burned peas, beans and corn could make it." (P.T. Barnum talking about
19th-century general stores)

"I never could see why it is necessary to tell a lie when the truth can be just as misleading." (Mark Twain)

The general store owner swept out the store under the watchful eye of an early morning customer. "Where's
Benny, sick today?" asked the lady as she reached across the counter to inspect the coffee grinder to see if
yesterday's grounds were still sitting there. "Gone two days," the merchant said. The lady, seemingly absorbed
in her inspection added, "anyone you considering to fill the vacancy?" The storekeeper went on with his
sweeping and without pausing to reflect on the question replied, "Not expecting too, Benny didn"t leave no
vacancy."

Two men were sitting on the stoop of the general store on a peaceful afternoon, discussing the events of the
day when a fancy car drove up in a cloud of dust and came to a sudden stop in front of the store. Seeing the
two men, the driver rolled down his window and said, "Hey rube, how longs' this town been dead?" Hesitating
for only a moment to scratch his chin, one of the two replied, "Can't be long You're the first buzzard to show
up."

A True Story as told by Roger Tyler
Molasses used to delivered by horse and wagon, in large barrels. A delivery was made to the Tyler

Brothers general store and post office one summer afternoon. The boys had unloaded most of the wagon and
as they were unloading the molasses barrel it slipped off the wagon and crashed to the ground, splitting open.
The sticky black molasses gushed out onto the ground and soaked everything in its path including the shoes
of the boys, the horse's hoofs, the dry goods still on the ground in front of the store, the daily mail sack and
the wheels of the wagon.

Within just a few seconds the area around the general store was swarming with wasps, bees and yellow
jackets. The horse bolted and ran off down the street followed by the boys with a number of the wasps and
bees attached where ever the molasses had stuck. Every piece of mail was soaked through with molasses.
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The 1869 West Setauket School
on the Village Green.

 In 1869 the school was only one story high and was a
one-room schoolhouse.
School - How was it different when your parents went
to school? Your grandparents?
How would you describe your school to a visitor?
What do you know about how your school used to be?
How do you get to school? How did your parents?
What do you wear to school? What did your parents?
Your grandparents?
What do you do after school each day? What did they
do?
What were the old schools in Setauket like? What were
the classes, teachers, students like?
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SCHOOL DAYS

General Store Day Book entries - Original on left, typescript on right

This is the list of items that the West Setauket
School purchased from the Tyler General Store
during 1875 and 1876.

Sept 20 1 pt ink $0.37
Oct 18 2 box matches 5
Nov 4 2 box matches 5
Dec 23 1 pt ink .37

1876
Jan 4 1 window pane

and putty 12
 “   31 1 broom 45
Feb 24 1 box crayon 45
Mar 7 1 pt ink 37
 “     7 2 box matches 5
Apr 18 1 box   “ 3
May 21 1 pane glass 10

10x12
Aug 12 ½ lb glue 30
Aug 16 1 bar soap 10
Sept 6 1 pt ink 37

1876 3.18
Oct 11 Rec. By cash 3.18
 “    27 one broom 35
 “    30 2 box matches 5
Nov 6 2 box matches 5
Dec 5 ½ pt ink 18
 “    8 2 lb clinch nail 16

2 lb clinch nail 10
 “   9 3 lb clinch nail 15
 “ 13 2 pair hinges 64

2 ha__ staples 34
½ lab c(ut) nails 4
1 lock 15

 “ 20 1 pane glass
9-11 10

1 pane glass
10x12 10

2.41
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Detail from a circa 1879 photograph of the Setauket Village Green showing the 1869 one-story
schoolhouse on the Green. Brainard Photo.

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 24 & 25

SCHOOL DAYS

NOTE: The copy of the metal plate photograph, two pages previous, of the one-story 1869 building is reversed on the

original since the metal plate used to both expose and develop the photograph always provided a mirror image. The copy

was reversed and appears correctly here.  Society photo.

The School District #2 Minutes Book and Account Book for 1893 tells us about the school building being enlarged to

accommodate the additional children who were a part of the community in 1893. Just as our Three Village School District

is expanding in 2000 because of new families moving into the community, the  school on the Village Green had to expand

in 1892 because new families were moving to Setauket to work in the rubber factory (they made rubber boots and

galoshes).

We can discover many interesting things about the school by looking at the entries in the Minutes Book and the Account

Book. Copies of the original pages follow the type script.  

Minute Book, School District #2

79-21

Coll. SCHO 12.6.1

Minutes of Special School Meeting

Setauket, N.Y. March 2, 1893

Meeting called to order by trustee Israel B. Hawkins.
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Geo. W. Hawkins was elected Chairman and John C. Mc Lawry Clerk pro tem. The notice stating the object
of the meeting, and dated Feb. 24, 1893, was read by the Chairman. Upon request that part of the minutes
of last annual meeting which pertains to the subject of enlarging school building was read. Report of Com.,
appointed at last annual meeting, to obtain a grant of the land between the public roads enclosing the school
building was received. Report stated that said grant had been secured.

Motion made and seconded that we enlarge our school building. After some discussion the motion was
carried without a dissenting vote.

Regularly moved and seconded that a com. of five (5) be appointed to consider plans for enlarging school
building and report at next meeting. Motion carried.
Committee made up as follows:

Geo. W. Terill - (Chairman)
Henry Kemble
Charles Tyler Jr.
Woodhul Denton
Geo. Henry

After a general discussion concerning plans for building. The meeting adjourned to meet Monday, March
6, 1893 at 7:30 P.M.

School District #2 Account Book 1878-1910  -  79-22  -  Coll. SCHO 12.7.1
Page 29 - 1893

Jan 11 (to) Frank H. Howell for repairs on wall 1.50
20 "" John C. McLaury teacher on ac 65.00

Feb  3 "" James G. Hawkins for making fire & sweeping 6.25
17 "" John C. McLaury teacher on ac 65.00

March 17 "" John C. McLaury teacher on ac 65.00
31 "" Allen Hawkins for coal 7.00

April 14 "" John C. McLaury teacher on ac supervisor from 65.00
May 12 "" John C. McLaury teacher on ac supervisor from 65.00

24 "" Notice & Copies of specifications 5.00
June  9 "" John C. McLaury teacher on ac supervisor from 56.27

 9 "" John C. McLaury to balance ac teacher as 8.73
 9 "" Library money drawn from the collector 8.00

libary money balance from last year 2 nets & percent this year 1.82
 9 "" Thomas Saxton for making out the leas(e)
17 "" James S. Hawkins to balance ac as janitor 18.25

July 20 "" Cash voted to Clerk for stationary 5.00
"" "" Wm Howell for taking the census 1.60
22 "" Tyler & Bros - for brooms crayons & c. 6.20
"" "" Suffolk County Mutual Insurance Co. for carpenters risk 2.40
"" "" James S. Hawkins for cleaning water closets & cistern 2.50 779.81

balance on hand   9.65
789.86
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page 30 (Top of document - see following pages)

June 22 to Isaiah Hart for work on school house 1.50

July 15 "" George W. Terrell for rebuilding the schoolhouse on ac 140.00

22 "" George W. Terrell  "     "        "       " on ac 214.87

29 "" George W. Terrell  "     "        "       " on ac 94.00

"" "" Oliver "  Jergenson for plans & specifications 10.00

Aug  5 "" George W. Terrell  "     "        "       " on ac 91.50

Aug 11 "" John H. Lawrence for tin & c 45.53

12 "" George W. Terrell  "     "        "       " on ac 91.50

19 "" George W. Terrell  "     "        "       " on ac 49.00

19 "" William M. Davis for 20 gal oil $1.40 per gal commission $1.40 29.40

21 "" S. H West iron & nails .85

21 "" Frank Howell to balance ac    3.00

776.77

page 31 (see following pages)

Aug 29 to L.I.R.R. Co for freight on Desks chairs & c 7.44

 " 29 "" Oscar Jayne for cartage on desks chairs & c from Setauket Station 1.50

Sept  2 "" Rachel Hart for cleaning schoolhouse & washing windows 3.00

 " "" E.T. Norton 1 blank book .30

page 33 (see following pages - starts with fourth entry from the top)

Sept  9 Richard Woodhull balance due for painting on school 8.00

19 T.B. Rogers new stoie (sic) repairs & c. 37.05

    C. Henry putting in new seats & c 2.50

Sept 11 Loper Bros on Ac of lumber &c 200.00

26 Thomas Kane Co for seats desks & c 107.22

"" D.T. Baylis lumber & hooks 3.17

26 J.B. Hawkins for work and material furnished for new school house 7.00

Nov 21 To Bal Loper Bros bill 122.41

Dec 19 James S. Hawkins 3/4 days work on school house .75

page 30 (the following items added to the bottom of page 30)

tax voted May 29th to rebuild the school house $1200.00

for fuel $   14.29

$1214.29

Aug 22 Amount collected by tax 995.61

collected through the supervisor  218.68

total $1214.29

 776.77

balance on hand $437.52

76



Three Village Historical Society A Teacher’s Guide

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 24 & 25

SCHOOL DAYS

Minute Book, School District
#2
79-21
Coll. SCHO 12.6.1
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 24 & 25

SCHOOL DAYS

School District #2 Account
Book 1878-1910  -  79-22  - 
Coll. SCHO 12.7.1
Page 29 - 1893
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 24 & 25

SCHOOL DAYS

School District #2 Account Book
1878-1910  -  79-22  -  Coll. SCHO
12.7.1
Page 30 - 1893
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 24 & 25

SCHOOL DAYS

School District #2 Account Book 1878-1910  -  79-22  -  Coll. SCHO 12.7.1
Page 31 - 1893

School District #2 Account
Book 1878-1910  -  79-22  - 
Coll. SCHO 12.7.1
Page 33 - 1893
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 26

CHURCHES ON THE VILLAGE GREEN

Most of the records of the Caroline Church of Brookhaven and the Setauket Presbyterian Church are preserved
by the churches in their own archives. This document in the Society's collection tells that Caroline Church of
Brookhaven was incorporated in 1801 and reincorporated in 1811. It also tells us the names of the officers of
the church in 1911.

Copy of minutes of meeting of Caroline Church of Brookhaven 16 April 1811. Society Collection.

Protestant Episcopal Church Meeting, April 11, 1811
82-41.122
Coll. HAWK/T 30.3.7

We the subscribers do hereby certify that at a legal meeting of the congregation of the
Protestant Episcopal Church holden in Brookhaven at the church on the 16 of April
1811. It as unanimously voted that the church should be reincorporated according to
the act of the legislature to provide for the incorporation of Religious Societies paper
27th March 1801, and that it should be called and known in law by the name of
Caroline Church Brookhaven and that the annual meeting of the Congregation for the
purpose of choosing officers shall be held in future on Tuesday in Easter week so
called and that the officers for the ensuing year shall be William Longbothom,
William Jayne esq., wardens - Gilbert Floyd, Henry Smith, Stephen Edwards, John
Willsey, Amai Smith, Israel Bennett, Daniel Saxton, and phillip Longbothom,
vestrymen.

Each summer, Caroline Church of Brookhaven held a fair on the Village
Green. This bill, from the Tyler Brothers General Store in Setauket, is for
items used at the fair.

Setauket, L.I., Aug 11/99 [August 11, 1899]
M... Episcopal Church Fair
To C.B. Tyler, Dr.,
DEALER IN
CHOICE GROCERIES, TEAS, COFFEES, SPICES, EXTRACTS,
CONFECTIONARY, SCHOOL SUPPLIES, ETC.

2 L [loaves] Bread 20
4 lb [pounds] Butter 100
10 lb [pounds] Sugar 62
100 lemons 150
Paper Bags 25
1 B [bunch] Bananas   100

$4.57

81



Three Village Historical Society A Teacher’s Guide

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 29

EMMA S. CLARK MEMORIAL LIBRARY

The record books of the Emma S. Clark Memorial Library tell us about the library when it was built and
dedicated in 1892. The dedication speech by Mr. John Elderkin also tells us a great deal about Thomas G.
Hodgkins who had the library built and gave it to the community.

Dedication
speech of
 John
Elderkin.

(Society
Collection.)
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 29

EMMA S. CLARK MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Letter (left)
from Thomas
 Hodgkins. Compare the
date here with the
document on the page
above. What does it tell
you?

Compare the letter with
the signature. The letter
was addressed to Mr.
Israel Tyler.

[Text of letter]

Thomas Hodgkins did not
attend the dedication of
his own library in October
and died later in the
month of November.

Brambletye Farm
Setauket
Long Island, N.Y.
Nov. 3, [18]92
Mr Israel Tyler
My Dear Sir

I t  has just
occurred to me that my
horse shed at the
Episcopal Church may be
of some use to yourself
and family, and as I shall
never again have any use
for it, I hereby offer it to
you as a free gift
Very Truly Yours
Tho.  G. Hodgkinss
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 29

EMMA S. CLARK MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Read the letter to Capt.
Israel Tyler (left).  What do
we know about the writer?
In the letter he makes a
recommendation. Is the
recommendation a change
from the situation as it
existed in the list of
Trustees in “Catalogue of
Books,” below?

[Text of letter below]

OFFICE OF THE NEW
YORK LEDGER
Jun 22, 1893

Dear Capt. Tyler,
I received your

letter a few days ago but
have been very busy and
unable to attend to my
correspondence. I think
Capt. Edwards is the man
for President of the library if
we make any change, and
whatever you agree is best
to do in that matter will
have my support. You had
better see George and have
him with you. The library
should be opened by nine
o’clock it seems to me. I
will be on hand at the
meeting if nothing happens.
With best regards to Capt.
Edwards and yourself.
Yours
John Elderkin
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Look at the letter above. What clock do you think this refers to? What boat?
Was the clock installed by the time of the library’s dedication?
Ask the students to come up with some of these answers. 

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 29

EMMA S. CLARK MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 29

EMMA S. CLARK MEMORIAL LIBRARY

First two pages of the 1893 booklet listing the books contained in the Emma S. Clark Memorial Library. This is the first
booklet issued by the library. What does this document tell you about the library? What does it tell you about the letters
on the pages above?

Compare this circa 1900
photograph of the Library
to the picture in the Public
Buildings section of the
TEACHER’S GUIDE. What
is different? What is the
same?
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 30 & 31

WILLIAM SIDNEY MOUNT, 19TH CENTURY GENRE PAINTER 

William Sidney Mount's letters and diaries as well as his paintings give us wonderful insight into life in the 19th century
in Setauket and Stony Brook.

Eel spearing was a popular activity in Setauket and a number of eel spears have been preserved. Mount detailed the
technique of eel spearing in one of his letters, written to Charles Lanman on November 17 , 1847.th

An old Negro by the name of Hector gave me the first lesson in spearing flat-fish, and eels. Early one morning we were
along shore according to appointment, it was calm, and the water as clear as a mirror, every object perfectly distinct
to the depth from one to twelve feet, now and then could be seen an eel darting through the sea weed, or a flatfish
shifting his place and throwing the sand over his body for safety. “Steady there at the stern,” said Hector, as he stood
on the bow (with his spear held ready) looking into the element with all the philosophy of a crane, while I would watch
his motions, and move the boat according to the direction of his spear. “Slow now, we are coming on the ground,”—on
sandy and gravelly bottoms are found the best fish. “Look out for the eyes,” observes Hector, as he hauls in a flat fish,
out of his bed of gravel, “he will grease the pan my boy,” as the fish makes the water fly about in the boat.  

Many of the letters written to and from Mount have been preserved. They  tell us about how mail was handled by the post
office before stamps were used and how much it cost to send a letter (25 cents).

Copy of letter
f r om R ob er t
Nelson Mount
(William Sidney's
brother) written
on December 25th

1839.

Brother William, I have no doubt but you will be somewhat surprised on the receipt of this letter, to find after my long
silence, that I am still at Decatur. When I wrote to you last ; I stated that I should soon leave this place, to go I know not
where. But since then my organ of caution told me it was not prudent to put to sea in these squally times without knowing
what course...
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - pages 32 & 33

LUCY KEYES’ MEMORIES

Oral history provides us with information about the lives of  families in the community that written records
often do not. Written records can help to confirm the information told to us in oral history interviews.

Lucy Hart Keyes gave us a great deal of information about her life growing up in Setauket. The school records,
general store account books, photographs and even maps help us to add more dimension to the oral history
information.

 “They were such nice ladies. Miss Annie took care of the mail...Miss Corinne took care of the store. We used
to trade with Sears and Roebuck and Montgomery Ward. It came in the mail...Momma and Poppa bought all
their groceries there. We bought canned goods, salt pork, potatoes, bread and even bananas in later years.
We were a big family and we was always down there. Sometimes Papa paid once a week. They kept track of
it and I could get anything. They never asked no questions.” 

Copy of 1909 E. Belcher Hyde map of Setauket and East Setauket showing the location of the home of Jacob
Hart.

Location of Jacob Hart House
(father of Lucy Hart Keyes).

7
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 35

THE FRANK MELVILLE MEMORIAL PARK

Philanthropist Ward Melville gave the communities of Setauket and Stony Brook many wonderful gifts, none more special
than the Frank Melville Memorial Park, named in honor of his father. Designed in the form of an English park, it provides
a place to walk, read, or just to sit and enjoy nature in pleasant surroundings.

(Left) Photograph of the
construction of the stone bridge
at the south end of the Frank
Melville Memorial Park. 1938

(Below left) A photograph of the
dedication ceremony on the Old
Field Road Bridge August, 1938.
Looking south away from the
Park.

What is going on in these
pictures? Why were photographs
taken? See “looking at
Photographs” page 11.

89



Three Village Historical Society A Teacher’s Guide

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 35

THE FRANK MELVILLE MEMORIAL PARK

Ceremony of Presentation booklet. Frank
Melville Memorial Bridge, Setauket,
Long Island, Wednesday, August 18,
1937. Time: 4:00 p.m.

The bridge was dedicated to the Town of
Brookhaven

What does the booklet tell us about the
dedication ceremony? 

The Last Setauket Mill. Photograph circa
1936. This working mill was replaced by
a simulated mill which was built as one
of the main features of the Frank
Melville Memorial Park.

In the picture below the mill is the
building on the right

Lower Setauket Mill
Pond with miller’s
cottage and old mill.
Photo 1936. Of the
original buildings only
the cottage remains.
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Construction of the
 mill dam at the
Frank Melville
Memorial Park
1936

   The completed mill dam
   and simulated mill at
   the Frank Melville
   Memorial Park.

   Compare this view to
   the picture above. 

Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 35

THE FRANK MELVILLE MEMORIAL PARK
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Discover Setauket, Brookhaven’s Original Settlement - page 35

THE FRANK MELVILLE MEMORIAL PARK

The Setauket Mill, a simulated grist mill constructed in 1937 by Ward Melville as representing
the long line of mills that existed along the Setauket Mill Pond from the 1660s until 1936.

Detail from a 1936 survey of the Everett
Hawkins’ property. The three buildings
are the miller’s house (top), barn (just
below the house), and mill (below the
barn). The edge of the pond is the
curved line below the mill. The original
dam is indicated by the straight line at
the end of the curve, directly below the
mill. The original dam was filled in. The
concrete and stone dam for the Frank
Melville Memorial Park was built just to
the east (to the right) of the old dam.
(See the photo on the previous page) 
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