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In 1860, the East Setauket shipyards were

busy with both repairs and the construction

of new vessels. That year William Bacon

built the schooner  John F. Farland  - 287

gross tons. Details are not available

concerning the Bacon shipyard in 1860, but

in 1850 the shipyard, which was located

just east of his home, was valued at

$17,200. The shipyard inventory included

250,000 feet of wood and five tons of iron

and copper. William Bacon had 10 men

working in the shipyard and had two sloops

under construction. 

David B. Bayles, in 1860, launched the

schooner  Harriet Brewster  - 247 tons and

the hermaphrodite brig Conflict  -161 tons.

Joseph Rowland, that same year,

constructed the 24 ton sloop Lapwing .

Nehemiah Hand, who had the largest shipyard operation of the four “Bosses,”  wrote in his

biography, “In 1860 I built the schooner Aldebaran  and gave my son Robert N. Hand one-eighth

of her. He took charge of her as captain when but 19 years old and sailed to Charlestown (SC).

She left that harbor the day before Fort Sumter was fired on. Robert took as his first mate

Edward Hawkins and they went to Oporto - captain and mate not yet 20 years old.”

Dyer’s Neck Shipbuilding district - 1858 Chace map

Setauket Harbor and Shore Road, East Setauket circa 1900.  View looking northeast to harbor entrance.
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Many of the men who worked in the shipyards or sailed on the vessels had their homes in East

Setauket, in the area now known as the “Dyer's Neck Historic District.” The number of families

living there changed dramatically between 1850 and 1860 as the pace of shipbuilding activity

increased. In 1850 (based partly on U.S. Census records) there were about 14 homes in the

“Dyer's Neck” area. In 1860 there were 29 homes and 48 working men. Twenty of these were

involved in shipyard work, 11 were boatmen and the remaining 17 held a variety of jobs.

Most of the historic photographs of the Dyer’s Neck area were taken as the shipbuilding era

was ending and the tourism era was in full swing. With this guide, including the drawing of the 

“Dyer's Neck” area in 1860 (last page) you can explore the area where many ships were built

that traveled Long Island Sound, up and down the Atlantic coast and around the world. We

begin our tour at the north end of  Bayview Avenue. Many of the homes  here of ship captains,

ship builders and shipyard workers are also detailed in the Three Village Guidebook. 

- 1.  (41 Bayview Ave. c.1840) Joseph Rowland purchased this house and its ajoining

shipyard from Nehemiah Hand in 1855. The Wanderer, 114 feet, was built as a yacht in

Rowland’s yard in 1857. She was said to be the fastest schooner ever built.  Under new

ownership in 1858, she was partially fitted out for the slave trade in Port Jefferson. She later

sailed to the west coast of Africa and took onboard some 600 African slaves. On Nov. 28, 1858

the Wanderer landed 465 Africans on Jekyll Island, Georgia. The rest died during the voyage.

In 1860 Joseph and his wife Esther and their 7 children lived here. Eugene Wood, an apprentice

ship carpenter, lived with them. This was the home, shipyard and marine railway of Nehemiah

Hand from about 1840 to 1855. The property, about 10 acres was purchased from Philip

Longbothum in 1832 by Silas Hand, Nehemiah’s older brother who sold it to Nehemiah in 1840.

In addition to the Lapwing, the Rowland yard, known mostly for repairing vessels, produced the

three-masted schooner Fleetwing, built in 1855 and altered to a barkentine in 1860. 

Joseph Rowland Home - 41 Bayview Avenue Schooner Yacht Wanderer - postcard by Greene
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Captain Thomas W. Rowland home - 36 Bayview Avenue
Summer & Winter

33 Bayview Avenue

- 2.  (36 Bayview Ave. c.1849) Thomas W. Rowland (1821-1900) was a ship captain. He owned

this property and the house of Theodore Rowland. His son Thomas, who was 4 years old in 1860,

later became senior captain of the Fall River Line before retiring in 1929.

In the 1990s this home was extensively restored and a sympathetic addition was added at the

rear of the house.

- 3.  (32 Bayview Ave.) Theodore Rowland, a ship carpenter, lived here with his wife and son.

The original house was replaced, after 1880, by the current structure. 

(33 Bayview Ave.) This house, across

Bayview from number 32,  replaced the 

William Bacon house which was moved

here on the L shaped property, that

bordered both Shore Road and Bayview

Avenue,  when Mr. & Mrs. Mark Murphy

built their beautiful home on the site of the

Bacon home and shipyard at 73 Shore Road (-

26.) William Bacon’s home burned in the 1940s

and this home was constructed in the 1950s. 

Theodore Rowland house - 32 Bayview Avenue
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Daniel Hawkins house - 28 Bayview Avenue

William Risley, a shipyard caulker, lived here after 1860 - 31 Bayview Ave.

- 4.  (28 Bayview Ave. c.1850) Daniel

Hawkins was a blacksmith in the local

shipyards. In 1860 he lived here with his

wife Laura and daughters Sarah and Mary.

The blacksmith was an essential craftsman

in the shipyards where iron fittings and

fasteners were used in every phase of

shipbuilding. The blacksmith also produced

and repaired many of the tools used to

build wooden ships. 

- 5.  (31 Bayview Ave. c.1850) The

original house was owned by Charles

Redfield, who purchased it from William

Bacon in 1853. It was probably rented

to Thomas Grennell, a Baptist minister,

who lived here with his wife and two

daughters in 1860. William Risley, who

worked as a caulker in the shipyards in

1860, lived here by 1873 and ran a

successful oyster business in East

Setauket. The house is considerably

altered from the original 1850 home.

- 6.   (27 Bayview Ave. c.1850)

Adolphus Bayles, a ship joiner, lived

here with his wife and two small

children. Some time after 1880 a

new house was built on the site of

Bayles' home.

A ship joiner and a ship carpenter

often did the same work. However, a

joiner was often more skilled. As

the name implies, a joiner worked

with wood without the use of nails

27 bayview avenue - Site of home of Adolphus Bayles
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or metal fasteners. A ship joiner and a cabinet maker were usually close in ability. The ship

joiner did finishing work, often with more varied and expensive woods. He would construct doors

and other pieces requiring the work of a joiner as well as finishing the captain’s cabin and other

areas of the ship where quality counted. As the work of a joiner usually required specialized

equipment, the joiner often worked in a shop where his tools were available. In addition the

joiner often produced his own tools.

- 7.   (25 Bayview Ave. c.1850) John

Stratton, a ship carpenter, probably

rented this house in 1860. At the time it

was owned by Albert Reeve, who built it

before 1855. 

In a shipyard carpenters worked alongside

many skilled and non-skilled laborers,

directing their efforts as well as cutting

and fitting ribs and planks and all of the

major parts of a ship using local white oak,

white pine, red cedar, ash, hickory and

other woods. 

- 8.   (22 Bayview Ave. c.1840) William

Hand, a brother to Nehemiah, was a ship carpenter. In 1860 he had George Small, a house

carpenter, and his family living with him. The house no longer exists. A new home was built on

the site in the second half of the 20th century.

- 9.   (21 Bayview Ave. 1855) Shipbuilder and "Boss" Nehemiah Hand had this house built in

1855, the year he was married to his first

wife. This early Victorian home has

wonderful filigree detailing. In the side

yard is a spectacular black walnut tree and

a restored barn. 

In 1860, Hand’s shipyard was located at

number 24. Hand built the bark Urania in

1856. In 1858 she ran as a packet

between Shanghai & Nagasaki, when Japan

was first opened to world commerce. She

was later lost off Cape Town, South

Africa.

Nehemiah Hand House - 21 Bayview Avenue

Albert A. Reeve Home - 25 Bayview Ave.
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 In 1869, Nehemiah built the

three-masted schooner Georgetta

Lawrence. She was struck by

lightning off the coast of Cyprus

carrying a load of coal oil

(kerosene) in cans. The mizzen

mast was splintered and lightning

went through both decks and set

the oil on fire. The mate, Charles

Robinson, opened the hatches,

jumped in between decks and

threw out the burning cases, the

men throwing water on him all the

time. His heroism saved the vessel. 

Turn right and walk down Carleton Avenue to Shore Road. There are many beautiful homes here

built after about 1870/1880. The land along Carleton Ave, in the 1860s was owned by Shepard

S. Jones. 

Nehemiah Hand House Detail

Nehemiah Hand Barn & Black Walnut tree
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Carleton Ave. view of Captain Robert M. Jayne home - 18 Bayview Ave. 

John W. Hand lived here in 1870 - 4 Carleton Avenue

In 1860, the land along Carleton Avenue was vacant farmland owned by Shepard & Joanna Jones

who lived in St. James. Between 1866 and 1874 the lands along the south side of Carleton

Avenue were sold. They were eventually numbered (east to west) 4, 6 & 8 Carleton Avenue. The

first parcel, #2 Carleton Avenue and the parcels of land along the north side of Carleton

Avenue were sold after 1880.

- 10. (18 Bayview Ave) This

attractive home was built between

1874, when Samuel Mills sold the

property to his son Herman Mills and

1884 when it was sold to Robert M.

Jayne. Captain Jayne was married to

Ida Elizabeth Condit in 1881. The

couple had three children, Mary born

1890, Robert born 1891, Harriet born

1893. Interestingly, Captain Jayne’s

brother Frank began his working life

in the Setauket Rubber Factory, an

organization begun with the demise

of both the Nunns Piano Factory and

the local shipbuilding industry. 

- 11. (4 Carleton Ave.) John W. Hand

worked as a ship carpenter. In 1870 John,

his wife Lottie and daughter Ella, age 1,

lived in the home of William Hand, also a

ship carpenter, and his wife Maria (22

Bayview Ave.). In 1874, John purchased

land at what is now #4 Carleton Avenue. 

- 12. (6 Carleton Ave.) Mary E. Dykes

purchased the land here from Shepard S.

Jones in 1873. Mary was 21 years old. Her

mother Mary A. Dykes, however, is listed

as the head of household in 1870 with her

family consisting of son Charles H, age 22, daughter Mary E. age 18, and Walter R. Age 10.

Charles is listed as a laborer in 1870 and a carpenter living on his own in 1880. Walter is listed

as a sailor in 1880 boarding with Clarence Jayne. Mary E. is listed as the wife of Clarence Jayne

in 1880 with a daughter Julia, age 6. Clarence died in 1912 and Mary in 1919. They are both

buried in Setauket’s Caroline Church cemetery. 
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8 Carleton Avenue, home of Benjamin Risley6 Carleton Avenue is an unusual timber-frame structure

43 Shore Road, home of Henry Mills 45 Shore Road, home of Captain Alfred S. Hulse

- - 13. (8 Carleton Ave.) Benjamin Risley was age 27 in 1868, when he purchased the land at

today’s #8 Carleton Ave. Benjamin and his wife Susan had two sons, James born 1864 and

Benjamin born 1865. Benjamin worked in the shipyards as a caulker, a highly skilled occupation

that assured ships would be sound and dry.  Benjamin Risley was also an excellent carpenter as 

2, 4, 6 & 8 Carleton Avenue were all built by him.

Turn left at the west end of Carleton Avenue to view the two houses to the south along Shore

Road. After seeing #14 and #15 below, turn back north along Shore road to continue the tour. 

- 14.   (43 Shore Rd. c.1854) Henry Mills, a school teacher, lived here with his wife Eliza

and their son Roswell.

- 15.  (45 Shore Rd. c.1850)  Captain Alfred S. Hulse (Stephen A. Hulse as he was also

known) was a successful ship captain and horseman. His training stable was also located here.

Captain Hulse bought this land in 1866 from Shepard & Joanna Jones. In 1870, Alfred was

listed as a seaman, age 52, living here with his wife Sarah and three others who are listed as

black and are probably boarders, Abram Tobias age 70, Charity Mills age 27 and Samuel Tobias

a 36 year old seaman. Alfred and Sarah’s daughter Josephine, living here in 1880, age 22, does

not appear in the 1860 or 1870 census. 
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- 16.   (47 Shore Rd. c.1855) Shepard Hulse, a ship captain, lived

here in 1860 with his wife and son. The house, built about 1855, may

have been a two family home at one time. In 1860, Gilbert Loper, a

house carpenter, also lived here with his wife and 5 children.

- 17.   (44 Shore Rd. b.1820) Carlton Jayne, a merchant, lived

here in 1860 with his wife Harriett and six children. The house, built

before 1820, had belonged to shipbuilder David Cleaves.   Cleaves’

shipyard (1820-1835) was on the west side of Shore Road, a little

north of the intersection of Carlton Avenue.

- 18.   (49 Shore Rd. c.1825) Captain Brewster Hawkins lived here in 1860 with his second

wife Abigail. He had been a ship captain, shipbuilder, merchant and at age 70 was listed as a

farmer. On the west side of Shore Road, opposite Hawkins’ residence, about 200 feet north of

Carlton Avenue, was the store and landing of Brewster Hawkins. He  conducted a ship chandlers

business here. His shipyard

was on the northeast

corner of Shore Road and

Hawkins Avenue. Brewster

Hawkins was one of the

smaller builders, he built

only four ships, but he

made up for it in children.

He had two wives and

sixteen children. Some of

his children became ship

captains.

Carlton Jayne house (left) - Capt. Thomas W. Rowland (right)

Shepard Hulse House

Carlton Jayne House, November 2011

Captain Brewster Hawkins House
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Hannah Hawkins home - 59 Shore Road

Town Dock and Setauket Harbor Town Dock from Shore Road

- 19.  (59 Shore Rd.

c.1851) George P. Hawkins, a

ship captain, died in 1856

leaving his wife Hannah Jayne

Glover Hawkins and their 3

daughters to fend for

themselves.

In 1860, when her twin

daughters Emma and Eliza

were 10 years old and Mary

was 8, Hannah was running

her home as a boarding house. 

� 20.  The Town Dock (c.1825), on the north side of Shore Road about 400 feet north of

Hawkins Ave., was built by Brewster Hawkins. It was known for many years as “The Long

Dock.”It is now the Town landing. In 1877 George E. Hand built a large dock about 100 feet east

of the town landing. The dock was used as a shipyard with a wood-working shop, blacksmith shop

and marine railway. Between the Long Dock and the George Hand shipyard was the shipyard of

Henry Tyler c. 1852-1856. 

 Setauket Harbor, 
 Town Dock and 
 homes along 
 Shore Road
 about 1900
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Corner of boatyard office. This building is the original carpenter shop in the George
Hand shipyard. It is pictured in the 1951 Vance Locke mural below.

� 21.  George Hand Shipyard

(c.1877) George Hand built his

dock and shipyard, now Setauket

Harbor Boat Basin, on the north

side of Shore Road in 1877 and

continued to operate it until 1882.

The mural of Hand’s shipyard,

painted in 1951 by Vance Locke, is

one of the murals of the history of

Brookhaven he painted in the

auditorium of the Setauket

School. The mural shows “Boss”

Hand in the center observing the

entire shipbuilding operation. The

elderly man in the red shirt in his

80s and the young boy, possibly as

young as 12, working up above the main deck raising a timber on a pulley, indicate the range of

ages of shipyard workers. 

Vance Locke mural of George E. Hand shipyard
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65 Shore Road - Edward King House

- 22.  (61 Shore Rd. c.1836) Henry Tyler was a

shipbuilder during the 1840's and 1850's. In

1860, he was working as a ship joiner and lived

here with his wife Antoinette, their two

daughters and his mother-in-law Rebecca Bennett.

His son Henry and older daughter Martha were no

longer living there. 

In the 1870s Henry Tyler was living at the

northwest corner of Bayview and Carleton

Avenues.

- 23.  (65 Shore Rd. c.1834) Edward King, a ship

carpenter, lived here with his second wife Harriett and

his two children by his first wife Mary.

� 24.  Shipyard of Nehemiah Hand (c. 1855) This

property on the south side of Shore Road, 200 feet

west of Bayview avenue, was the shipyard of Nehemiah

Hand from c.1855 to 1877.  In 1863 Nehemiah made his

son George a partner in his shipyard. Here he constructed

many fine ships including the hermaphrodite Brig Daisy.

1873 map of Dyer’s Neck shipbuilding area

Henry Tyler House

                                    Hermaphrodite Brig Daisy-Venice A. L. Painter 1877
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Hermaphrodite brig Daisy pictures as a whaler in Antarctica. Photo from
“Dead Whale or a Stove Boat,” by Robert Cushman Murphy   

Working the sails on the hermaphrodite brig Daisy.
Photo from book “Dead Whale or a Stove Boat by
Robert Cushman Murphy 

Joshua Bunce home - 69 Shore Road

 As detailed by Nehemiah in his autobiography, “In 1871 I built the brig Daisy for Captain Casty

for $32,500. She was much admired and a very fast sailer.” The Daisy is most famous for her

whaling voyage to Antarctica in 1912-13. Robert Cushman Murphy sailed on the two-year voyage

and wrote a book, Logbook for Grace, detailing one of the last whaling voyages by a sailing ship.

She was lost at sea in 1916. The Daisy is also featured as the symbol of the Three Village

Historical Society.  

George Hand took over his father’s shipyard when Nehemiah retired in 1873 (see #28). 

- 25.  (69 Shore Rd.

c.1832) Joshua Bunce

lived here with his wife

Mary and their 7

children. Joshua, in 1860,

was a ship carpenter and

his only son, Charles, was

an apprentice ship

carpenter.

This home was

extensively remodeled in

the first half of the 20th

century.  
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Site of home and shipyard of william Bacon

Mary Swift Jones 

Bark Mary and Louise entering Hong Kong Harbor - painting by unknown
Chinese artist

Captain Benjamin Jones 

- 26.  (Now 73 shore Rd. c1846) Mr. & Mrs. Mark

Murphy, New York City vaudevillians, built this beautiful

Victorian summer home here in 1909. They moved the

former home of shipbuilder William Bacon to a location

on Bayview Avenue south of the Joseph Rowland house. 

In 1860, William Bacon lived here with his wife Hannah,

his mother-in-law Abigail Overton and Francis Green, a

22 year old ship carpenter. Bacon's two acres of land

included his shipyard and ran from Shore Road to Grand

(Bayview) Avenue. The shipyard of William Bacon,

c.1846-1874, was on both sides of Shore Road about 150 feet east of Bayview Ave, with shop

buildings and dock opposite, on the north side of the road. Bacon’s home adjoined the shipyard.

 Here Bacon constructed the Mary

and Louisa in 1857. She was 497 tons

and 140' X 31.' The Mary and Louisa

was named for William Bacon’s niece

Mary Swift Jones and Louisa

Williamson, niece of Stony Brook

shipbuilder Jonas Smith. The Mary

and Louisa was captained by Mary’s

husband Benjamin Jones. Mary

accompanied her husband on a voyage

to China and Japan in 1858-61. Mary

was the first American woman in

Japan after the country was opened

to trade by Admiral Perry in 1854. 

Chinese chair cover brought home for Mary’s sister
Eliza Swift Tyler 
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- 27.  (75 Shore Rd. c.1800) David B. Bayles

lived here from about 1845 and operated a

shipyard on the west side of his property. In 1860

his wife Harriet and son Daniel, who was a ship

carpenter, shared their home with Ency Jones and

her three young children. The shipyard, shop

building and home of David B. Bayles, c.1846-1879,

was on the south side of Shore Road about 250

feet east of Bayview Avenue. "Boss" Bayles built

small vessels here. The house was formerly owned

and probably built by Henry Willse, younger

brother of John Willse.

- 28.  (77 Shore Road  c.1858) In 1860,

Benjamin Russell, a farmer, lived here with

his wife Mary. He farmed a large part of

the land south of his home and east of

Grand Avenue. 

Nehemiah Hand purchased this 16 acres in

1864. Nehemiah’s son George owned it

beginning in 1872, the year he was married.

George Hand also operated a sail loft in one

of the barns behind his house (see # 24). 

- 29.  (83 Shore Rd. c.1840) Decatur

Oakes, a ship captain, lived here with his

wife and daughter. In 1869, at the age of

54, he was tragically killed in an accident aboard his schooner Matilda Brooks . The dock

opposite c.1837, on the north side Shore Road was about 700 feet east of Bayview Ave. The

dock is shown on U.S. Coast & Geodetic

Survey chart of 1837 as “Lower Dock.”

After his death his wife opened her

home to boarders. By the late 1800s her

home, Shore Acres, had become a

popular summer resort for tourists.

Shore acres was razed in 1964 and the

current smaller house was erected on the

site.   

David B. Bayles Home

Home of shipbuilder George E. Hand after 1872 

Shore Acres during the tourism era circa 1910
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Ship Adorna by a Liverpool artist

Ship Adorna, Captain I.B. Hawkins 
Christmas Day 1879

- 30.  (87 Shore Rd. b.1858)

Micah Jayne, who built and

commanded several vessels, was a

64 year old farmer living here in

1860. His eldest son, Scudder,

was a ship captain and his son

Benjamin Franklin helped farm

the family land. 

� 31.  Shipyard of David B.

Bayles, (c.1846-1879), was on

the south side of Shore Road in a

slight depression about 1,000

feet east of Bayview Ave. The

property was leased from Micah Jayne and used for construction of the largest vessels built at

Setauket.

David Brewster Bayles masterpiece was Adorna. She was built in 1860, for Captain James Davis.

She had a capacity of 1460 tons and was almost 200 feet long. She was built for the cotton

trade between New Orleans and Liverpool. She sailed for about 10 years in that trade,

commanded by Captain Isaac Hawkins. The painting of Adorna was made by a Liverpool artist. It

shows Holy Head, near Liverpool, England. What looks like a rock sticking up is actually a

lighthouse that is still operating there. On Christmas Day 1879, Adorna was caught in a terrific

storm off the coast of Spain and was partly dismasted. Her captain brought her into Liverpool

for repairs. She was sold in 1880 to German ownership and disappeared from known records.

Two early 20th century houses occupy the location of the David B.

Bayles Shipyard.
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� 32.  Scott’s Cove. Named after the infamous

John Scott, Scott’s Cove was a protected winter

anchorage for sloops and schooners from mid-

December to April. As many as a dozen ships would

tie up here together. In spring each vessel would be

heeled over on each side to clean and repaint the

hull.

In the late 1800s, many wooden schooners,

the trucks of their day, were replaced by

iron and steel schooners and by steam

vessels. On land the railroads proved to be

both faster and more efficient in moving

products to market. Two schooners, Deborah

Hendrickson and Louise, were eventually

abandoned in Scott’s Cove in the 1900s and

1920 respectively. Both vessels have

deteriorated until all that remains are the oak ribs and keel that outline the size and shape of

these two working vessels. At low tide both schooners are visible in the mud of Scott’s Cove.

Five additional families, whose homes cannot be pinpointed, lived in the "Dyer's Neck" area.

William Terrell and Silas Brewster were both boatmen. Simon Risley, a caulker, and his wife

Deborah had 6 children; William (see 5), Benjamin, Mary, Richard, Hannah and John. They

probably lived in a rented house near Decatur Oakes. Alexander Johnson and Titus Howard were

both listed as laborers who could neither read nor write. © 2014 Beverly C. Tyler

Scott’s Cove, circa 1900  

Scott’s Cove, circa 1900. Stephen Taber (Left), Deborah Hendrickson
(right). 

Louise an Deborah hendrickson in Scott’s Cove-Photo by H.L. Tinker Louise (L) and Deborah Hendrickson (R) in Scott’s Cove.
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Dyer’s Neck 1860

HOMES STILL STANDING

HOMES REPLACED AFTER 1880

HOMES ADDED AFTER 1880
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